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Once again, I wish to commend my col-

leagues for their excellent work on this land-
mark legislation. I look forward to a reinvigo-
rated CPSC, equipped with the necessary re-
sources and authority needed to be the con-
sumer’s ‘‘cop on the beat’’, keeping Americans 
safe from dangerous products. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of this conference report for 
the Consumer Product Safety Improvement 
Act. 

To begin, I would like to thank Chairman 
BOBBY RUSH, the original author of this bill, for 
his tremendous leadership on this issue. He 
has been in our thoughts and prayers and we 
are extremely pleased to see he is back and 
recovering. I look forward to continuing our im-
portant work together. 

I also would like to thank full Committee 
Chairman JOHN DINGELL and Ranking Member 
JOE BARTON for their collaborative work during 
this conference. Unfortunately, we have seen 
in recent history that the minority—on both 
sides of the aisle—have been shut out of con-
ference negotiations. We are here today under 
the best of circumstances, and I credit this to 
their character and hard work. 

Madam Speaker, we were all horrified at the 
number of children’s products that were re-
called last year. I am glad the Commission 
worked so hard to get those potentially dan-
gerous products off the store shelves and this 
bill will make that important job easier and 
more effective. 

When parents purchase toys the last thing 
they should be worried about are toxic levels 
of lead, potential chemical side effects from 
accidentally swallowing a toy, or similar health 
hazards. 

Both chambers acted swiftly to approve leg-
islation—and I might add the House voted 
unanimously—to better fund and equip the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) so they can help prevent another 
‘‘year of the recall.’’ 

Today’s conference report represents 
months of work to get a strong but reasoned 
bill that protects our children, and to send it to 
the President for his signature into law. 
Among other provisions, the conference report 
sets the toughest lead standard for children’s 
products in the world. We require the CPSC to 
lower allowable lead to only trace amounts, 
and task them to revise this standard down-
ward if it is technologically possible. We also 
require mandatory third party testing for chil-
dren’s products to ensure compliance with 
CPSC regulations and standards. 

As I mentioned, the conferees acknowl-
edged that the CPSC has been underfunded 
and understaffed for years. To alleviate that, 
we increase the authorization levels signifi-
cantly in the first year and then by approxi-
mately 7 percent for each of the next 4 years. 
These new resources will allow the Commis-
sion to hire additional staff and update their 
laboratory to help them do their job more ef-
fectively. This conference report also in-
creases the penalties for bad actors and en-
hances the authority of State Attorneys Gen-
eral to seek appropriate injunctive relief, so 
that dangerous children’s products don’t make 
it into the hands of our kids and grandkids. 

Finally, I would like to address one of the 
more controversial provisions relating to a 
group of chemical plasticizers known as 
phthalates. Most of us in Congress are not 
scientists; however, concerns were raised that 

some phthalates could potentially be harmful 
to young children and pregnant mothers. 

While I support restricting the use of the 
certain phthalates that many scientists agree 
are harmful, I have some concerns about the 
interim prohibition on other phthalates that are 
considered to be safe. We obviously do not 
want to replace one safe plasticizer with a 
lesser known and potentially more harmful 
one. However, I am pleased that we asked the 
CPSC to quickly form an expert panel to re-
view these phthalates and their alternatives to 
ensure we get it right. 

I also would just like to note that the con-
ferees on both sides of this issue worked in 
good faith to find a true compromise on this 
section, and I believe they all should be com-
mended for their hard work and open minded-
ness. 

I would also like to briefly mention the issue 
of Federal preemption. While this is some-
times a contentious issue, I believe that it is 
important that businesses are given some cer-
tainty as to what rules they must follow, and 
who will be enforcing those rules. A confusing 
patchwork of State laws ultimately benefits no 
one. 

So, I am glad that this conference report 
preempts State standards—notably for lead, 
lead paint and the phthalates I mentioned— 
and that the authority of the State Attorneys 
General is appropriately limited to ensure that 
enforcement is swift, efficient, and consistent 
across the country. All of the children in Amer-
ica will be protected equally and vigorously. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly support this con-
ference report as the compromise product of a 
good process. In closing, I would again just 
like to thank all the members of the con-
ference committee on both sides of the Capitol 
and their staffs, including my own staff, James 
Robertson, for working tirelessly to produce a 
law that will maximize our opportunity to pro-
tect children from dangerous toys and prod-
ucts. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of this conference report and 
commend the conferees for their decision to 
prioritize public health in this final legislation. 

At the end of last year, as the country was 
awash in reports of unsafe levels of lead being 
found in children’s toys, I expressed the hope 
that this Congress’ final CPSC Reform bill 
would embrace the improved recall notice and 
strengthened enforcement authority in the 
House-passed bill while going beyond the 
House-passed legislation to broaden the 
scope of mandatory product testing, enhance 
a family’s right to know about dangerous and 
defective products on the market, and provide 
robust whistleblower protections for those cou-
rageous enough to bring serious safety haz-
ards to light. 

After months of negotiations, I am gratified 
that this conference report accomplishes all of 
these objectives. H.R. 4040 retains the House 
bill’s original focus on ensuring meaningful 
public notice for product recalls and empow-
ering states’ Attorneys General to help enforce 
Federal law. Additionally, today’s conference 
report requires mandatory pre-market safety 
testing for lead and other safety standards in 
toys, cribs and other children’s products—with-
out preempting stronger State protocols like 
those we have in Maryland. It requires the 
CPSC to create a searchable and user-friendly 
public database on deaths and serious injuries 
resulting from consumer products so that par-

ents have access to the information they need 
to protect themselves and their children. And 
it provides important whistleblower protections 
to private sector employees who report viola-
tions of CPSC-enforced product safety re-
quirements. 

Finally, this legislation takes the long over-
due step of banning lead above truly minute 
amounts from products intended for children 
under twelve, and it outlaws a number of dan-
gerous chemicals called phthalates from chil-
dren’s toys and child care items. 

Madam Speaker, this conference report rep-
resents a vitally important bipartisan agree-
ment on behalf of America’s families. I urge a 
‘‘yes’’ vote. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. DIN-
GELL) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the conference report to 
the bill, H.R. 4040. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1338, PAYCHECK FAIRNESS 
ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–807) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1388) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1338) to 
amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938 to provide more effective remedies 
to victims of discrimination in the 
payment of wages on the basis of sex, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
CONFERENCE REPORT TO AC-
COMPANY H.R. 4137, HIGHER EDU-
CATION OPPORTUNITY ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–808) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1389) providing for 
consideration of the conference report 
to accompany the bill (H.R. 4137) to 
amend and extend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
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